Norwich Stop War Coalition 

Statement on Trident Vote in Parliament July 2016
Norwich Stop the War Coalition records its deep dissatisfaction with the recent vote in Parliament on the renewal of Trident. The government’s timing of the vote was driven by party political considerations: it was an issue, an otherwise divided, Tory party could largely unite around, while it would embarrass Labour which was split three ways. It was a great regret that Clive Lewis failed to vote against Trident renewal, given his previous strong opposition to it.
The debate in parliament has been described variously as ill-informed, heads-in-the-sand, short on facts and that it ignores the challenges faced today*. MPs have voted for a cold war system in the mistaken belief that it will give Britain a voice in the world.  The vast majority of countries do not have nuclear weapons and would rather Britain abided by its obligations under the Non-Proliferation Treaty and did not renew Trident.
It is a weapon that has never been used and, if it ever were, would likely unleash a nuclear war in which there would be no winners. But Theresa May says she would press the button and she calls us “mad”!
There have been disturbing reports on the safety of these weapons, which reveal a long history of fires, groundings, collisions and concealments, which indicate the mega-hazard posed by the Trident submarines.
205 billion reasons to scrap Trident

However not only are these weapons immoral, potentially genocidal and strategically irrelevant in the face of the realistic threats we face today, they are also hugely expensive. 

 The government is in favour of replacing Trident at a cost of at least £205 billion. In an age of austerity, we can all think of positive ways in which it could be better spent. Polls show that a majority of British people would rather it was spent on the NHS or other necessary services.
All the facts stack up against Trident – despite this shameful and ill-informed vote. We will continue to campaign against replacement, working with those who wish to see a safer, saner world without Britain’s weapons of mass destruction
NOTES
 *The Government's National Security Strategy identifies international terrorism, cyber-attacks and natural hazards as greater threats than nuclear war.

*This money would be enough to improve the NHS by building 120 state of the art hospitals and employing 150,000 new nurses, build 3 million affordable homes, install solar panels in every home in the UK or pay the tuition fees for 8 million students

